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Fram Editors Deak

This edition of Agricultural Situation in India includes
news from the agriculture sector, information on the
production and purchase of foodgrains, price indexes,
rates of inflation, average daily earnings of field
labourers by state, etc. The journal includes two
research articles, one on “Agricultural Profitability
Analysis of Various Crop Combinations within
Natural Farming system in Sub-tropical Region of
Himachal Pradesh” and second on “Growth in Area,
Production and Productivity of Sugarcane in India”.
In addition to this, an Agro-Economic Research study
titled “Decentralised Procurement Scheme for
Procurement of Wheat and Paddy under MSP
including the Strategy for Crop Diversification in
Haryana and Punjab” conducted by the Agro-
Economic Research Unit, Institute of Economic
Growth (IEG), Delhi, under the Agro-Economic
Research Scheme of Economics, Statistics and
Evaluation Division, DA&FW

The major farm sector news brought out in
this issue are: Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra; Meeting of
Shri Narendra Singh Tomar with Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Suriname; Meeting of Sushri Shobha
Karandlaje, MoS for A&FW and H.E. Mr. Janusz
Wojciechowski, European Commissioner for
Agriculture; Inauguration of ASEAN-India Millet
Festival; Union Minister Shri Arjun Munda visited
exhibition of ASEAN-India Millet Festival, Cabinet
approval for MSP for Copra for 2024 season, efc.

The annual rate of inflation based on all-India
WPI has decreased from 5.02% percent in December,
2022 to 0.73 percent (provisional) in the month of
December, 2023. The annual food inflation rate
increased by 5.39 percent in the month December,
2023 (provisional) over December, 2022, whereas on
month-on-month basis, the food inflation rate
decreased by 1.75 percent in December, 2023 over
November, 2023, provisionally. The cumulative post-
monsoon season rainfall in the country during the
period 1" October, 2023 to 31" December, 2023 has
been 9 percent lower than the long period average
(LPA). Current live storage in 150 major water
reservoirs in the country is 107.70 BCM, as against the
average storage of last 10 years, 114.96 BCM.

The article “Agricultural Profitability

Analysis of Various Crop Combinations within
Natural Farming system in Sub-tropical Region of

Himachal Pradesh” explores the socio-economic and
profitability aspects of Natural Farming (NF) in
Himachal Pradesh, focusing on crop combinations and
their economic viability. NF, emphasizing sustainable
practices and reduced chemical inputs, shows
promising results, with vegetable-based combinations
yielding the highest returns (Rs. 2,20,730/ha). The
study highlights the importance of diversified cropping
systems, such as cereals, pulses, and vegetables, in
enhancing productivity and soil health. However,
challenges like poor education quality and dependency
ratios persist. The findings advocate for widespread NF
adoption, supported by farmer training and
knowledge-sharing, to promote sustainable
agriculture, improve livelihoods, and ensure long-term
environmental and economic benefits.

The article “Growth in Area, Production and
Productivity of Sugarcane in India” examines trends in
sugarcane cultivation in India over the last decade,
focusing on area, production, and productivity. Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra dominate sugarcane
cultivation, with significant growth in Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, and Punjab. However, states like
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Gujarat experienced
declines in area and production. Overall, India's
sugarcane productivity increased slightly, but stagnant
growth rates in area and production suggest a shift to
high-value cash crops. The findings highlight regional
disparities and the need for targeted policies to sustain
sugarcane cultivation, ensuring its role as a key cash
cropinIndia's agricultural economy.

The study “Decentralised Procurement
Scheme for Procurement of Wheat and Paddy under
MSP including the Strategy for Crop Diversification in
Haryana and Punjab” examines India's Decentralised
Procurement (DCP) Scheme for wheat and paddy
under the Minimum Support Price (MSP) system,
particularly in Haryana and Punjab. It highlights the
scheme's aim to reduce procurement costs, encourage
local procurement, and improve food security. While
decentralised procurement has expanded, challenges
persist, including cost inefficiencies, inadequate
storage infrastructure, and limited crop diversification.
The study suggests expanding MSP to other cereals,
improving digital transparency, and revising
procurement agreements with millers to ensure
equitable farmer benefits and a balanced food system.
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Meetings and Events

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra started from 68 tribal
districts spread across the country

Vikasit Bharat Sankalp Yatra campaigns were held
across the country to raise awareness through outreach
activities and achieve saturation of various welfare
programs launched by the Centre on 15" November,
2023. Vikasit Bharat Sankalp Yatra was flagged off by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the occasion of
Janjatiya Gaurav Divas at Khunti, Jharkhand. The yatra
aimed to cover all gram panchayats and urban local
bodies through IEC vans and camps of various schemes
organised at each location.

Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister
Shri Narendra Singh Tomar monitored the Vikas Bharat
Sankalp Yatra daily for its smooth operations. Shri
Tomar took information about the progress of Vikas
Bharat Sankalp Yatra from the nodal officers and other
top officials of the states through meetings/virtual
meetings. Shri Tomar said that the Central Government
is trying to cover more than 2.6 lakh Gram Panchayats
as well as other areas by 26" January through the Yatra.

The minister said that Prime Minister Shri Modi has
pledged to all to make India a developed nation by the
year 2047 and everyone has to work to make this entire
program successful in the direction of making Prime
minister's dream a reality with the support of 140 crore
countrymen. The minister reiterated PM's resolve that
every section of the society across the country should be
connected with the resolve of a developed India and
every section should develop, empower them so that
our country can be fully developed by 2047 and take
Mother India to the pinnacle of ultimate glory.

Digitally enabled Information, Education and
Communication (IEC) vans were deployed in the yatra,
which continuously toured and created awareness for
more than 17 rural schemes and 5 tribal schemes. The
vans also spreaded awareness about 17 urban schemes
in the urban bodies. Various activities and services like
general health camps, TB screening, sickle cell
screening camps etc. were also conducted during the

programmes, in which lakhs of people participated
enthusiastically. Campaigns like PM Ujjwala
enrolment, My Bharat volunteer registration,
distribution of Ayushman cards were run during the
programs. To capture the details of the programme, an
IT portal (Vikas Bharat Sankalp website) was
developed which displayed various data and
photos/videos captured during the program through
various dashboards and reports.

Union Minister Shri Narendra Singh Tomar meets
Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Business
and International Cooperation of Suriname Mr Albert
R.Ramdin at New Delhi

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare
Shri Narendra Singh Tomar met Minister of Foreign
Affairs, International Business and International
Cooperation of Suriname Mr Albert R. Ramdin at New
Delhi on 6" December, 2023.

Union Minister Shri Tomar shared his happiness
that the meeting of the Joint Working Group on
Agriculture and allied sectors was held on 15"
November 2023. He also said that it is encouraging to
see that we are moving ahead with the implementation
of the work plan for the period of 2023-2027. Shri Tomar
said that efforts like the Deccan High-Level Principles
for Food Security and Nutrition, and the Millets and
other Ancient Grains International Research Initiative
(MAHARISHI) launched during India's G20
Presidency, will play a significant role in addressing
challenges related to food insecurity, hunger, and
malnutrition. The minister invited Suriname to be a part
of the MAHARISHI whose secretariat is based in the
Indian Institute of Millets Research, Hyderabad. India
and Suriname can work together to bring millet (Shree
anna) to the plates around the world.

Shri Narendra Singh Tomar said that the India-
Suriname bilateral relations are based on shared
aspirations for development and we have MOU and
frequent high-level interactions. He appreciated
Suriname's efforts in the areas of millet cultivation and
Ayurveda. He concluded that India is doing well in the
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